Expression of mouse semaphorin H mRNA in the inner ear of mouse fetuses.
Semaphorins constitute a large family of secreted and cell-surfaced proteins that appear to function as chemorepellents to guide axons. We examined the expression pattern of M-semaH mRNA in the inner ear of mouse fetuses by in situ hybridization histochemistry. M-semaH mRNA expression was high in the endolymphatic sac involved in endolymph homeostasis. It was also high in the semicircular ducts except for the crista ampullaris, whereas no expression was detected in the epithelium of cochlear ducts.